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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
For the Year Ending January 31, 1924.
VALUATION OF THE TOWN OF STODDARD
APRIL 1st, 1923
Resident valuation, $120,799 00
Non-resident valuation, 214,034 00
$334,833 00
Soldiers' exemptions, 2,055 00
Amount on which assessment is made, $332,778 00
Rate per cent on $100.00, $2.30.
AMOUNT REQUIRED TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION
State tax, $724 50
County tax, 648 13
Town tax, ' 1,200 00
Highways, 1,550 00
State aid maintenance, 425 00
Schools, ' 2,117 13
School officers' salaries, 69 00
Per scholar tax, 80 00
Payment of debt, 250 00
Superintendent, excess salary, 70 00
Deficiency last year, 138 67
Library tax, 18 90
Old Home Day,
Cheshire road patrol,
Poll taxes to State,
Overlay,
Total amount raised, $8,101 89
APRIL INVOICE
Number of polls, 86 @ $5.00,

















ASSESSMENT AND TAXES. RESIDENT.
NAME
Description and Value













































i Home place 400
!









1 gas engine 100
Hotel Center 600




1 horse, stock in
keeping 75
1 cow 35










A. E. Cutter place 500
Richardson land 75
F. J. Reed land 25
Cottage lot on






















































C. D. Towne land



















F. S. Reed place
Mowry land
Part of C. P. Jefts
farm, east of road
B. B. Dodge pasture
Eddy land
Gilman Stacy place
Part of Lund Barrett
farm
Beunavista cottage
Cottage on Reed land
Webster land

















































F. E. Foster land








E. D. Loveland place




1/2 interest in boat-
house and garage
Langston cottage lot






































OF THE TOWN OF STODDARD
IN CHESHIRE COUNTY
For the Fiscal Year Ending January 31, 1924
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this re-
port was taken from official records and is complete to the best











In hands of treasurer,
In hands of other officials,
(a) Tax Collector, 1923 taxes,
(b)- Fred S. Messinger, bounties,
(c) Arthur T. Ilodgkiss, bounties,
Accounts due to the town : .
Due from state
:
(a) Joint highway accounts, unexpended bal-












(a) Support county poor.
Other bills due town
:





(a) Levy of 1923,
(b) Levy of 1922,
(c) Levy of 1921,
Total assets,
Surplus, -January 31, 1923,
Surplus, January 31, 1924,
Increase of surplus,
LIABILITIES
Accounts owed by the town
:
Due to state, bonus on 9 polls,
Due to school districts
:
(a) Dog licenses,
(b) 1923 school money,
(c) Superintendent's tax, officers' salaries,
and per scholar tax.
State and town joint highway accounts:
(a) Unexpended balance in state treasury,
(b) Unexpended balance in town treasury,
575
24
Outstanding temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes, 500 00
Total liabilities, $2,081 77
Excess of assets over liabilities, 412 13







to collector, 1923, $7,653 89
Less uncollected, 1923, 462 30
1. Property taxes, current year, actually
collected,
2. Poll taxes, current year, actually col-
lected, 5 @ $3,
3. Poll taxes, current year, actually col-
lected, 64 @ $5,
4. Property and poll taxes, previous
years, actually collected.





(a) For state aid maintenance, $627 54
(b) For state aid construction, 171 07
(c) For trunk line maintenance, 322 13
7. Insurance tax, 3 75
8. Railroad tax, 412 39
12. Fighting forest fires, 27 00





14. For support of poor,
15. Bridge plank,
From local sources except taxes
:
16. Dog licenses,
20. Interest received on taxes,
21. Interest received on property redeemed
22. Income from trust funds,
26. Permits for the registration of
motor vehicles.
Total current receipts revenue.
Receipts other than current revenue :
28. Temporary loans in anticipation of
taxes during year, $3,500 00
33. Refunds, F. L. Shoults' overdraft on
road bill,
36. F. L. Shoults, for stone,
37. L. M. Holmes, cash received from
W. L. Mason for highways,
38. A. T. Hodgkiss, 2 bags cement,
39. A. T. Hodgkiss, rebate on- poor
account.
Total receipts other than current revenue,
Less cash in hand of Collector,
Total receipt from all sources.









1. Town officers' salaries, $451 66.
2. Town officers' expenses, 273 39
5. Expenses town hall and other town
buildings, 8 80
Protection of persons and property
:
6. Police department, including care of
tramps, 3 00
7. Fire department, including forest fires, 56 80
9. Bounties, 171 60
Health
:
12. Vital statistics, 1 05
Highways and bridges
:
14. State aid maintenance, 956 08
15. Trunk line maintenance, 671 07
16. Town maintenance, 1,643 60
17. Breaking roads, 262 82
18. General expenses of highway depart-
ment, including watering troughs, 68 11
Libraries
:
19. Libraries, 18 90
Charities
:
21. County poor. 66 64
Patriotic purposes
:
22. Aid to G. A. R. Memorial Day
exercises,





27. Cemeteries, including hearse hire, 49 15
Unclassified
:
28. Damages and legal expenses, 671 57
29. Taxes bought by town, 614 04
Total current maintenance expenses, $6,092 60
Interest
:
32. Paid on temporary loans in anticipa-
tion of taxes, interest, $40 00
Total interest payments, $40 00
Outlay for new construction and
permanent improvements
:
36. Highways and bridges—state aid
construction, $775 91
38. Highways and bridges—town con-
struction—Bridge at Mill Village, 1,079 76
Total outlay payments, $1,855 67
Indebtedness
:
44. Payments on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes, $3,000 00
Total indebtedness payments, $3,000 00
Payments to other governmental
divisions
:
50. Taxes paid to state, $1,112 50
51. Taxes paid to county and county
road, 672 95
28
53. Payments to school districts,
Total payments to other governmental
divisions,
Total payments for all purposes,







SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Descriptio^i
1. Town hall, lands and buildings.
Furniture and equipment,






Automotive Service Bureau, reprints, 2 38
W. F. Lane, consulting attorney at Keene, 3 50
A. T. Hodgkiss, postage, etc., 3 64
John E. Hudson, attending Ncav Hampshire Assessors
meeting at Manchester, 5 00
W. F. Lane, attending New Hampshire Assessors
meeting at Manchester, 5 00
E. T. Davis, 36 automobile permits, 9 00
T. T. Davis, postage, 1 24
$273 39
Detail 5. Expenses town hall and other buildings
:
A. T. Hodgkiss, setting glass, $2 00
W. A. Stewart, glass and putty, 3 80
W. C. Reed, painting cupola, 3 00
$8 80
Protection of Persons and Property
Detail 6. Police department, care of tramps
:
H. E. Spalding, care of tramps, $3 00
Detail 7. Fire department, including forest fires :
William F. Lane, forest fires, $56 80
Detail 9. Bounties
:
W. F. Lane, bounties on hedgehogs and wildcats, $61 60
A. F. Hodgkiss, bounties on hedgehogs and wildcats, 90 00
F. S. Messinger, bounties on hedgehogs and wildcats, 20 00
$171 60
Health
Detail 12. Vital statistics:
E. T. Davis, vital statistics, $1 05
31
Highways and Bridges
Detail 14. State aid maintenance (see report), $956 08
$615
32
C. R. Andrews, sharpening drills,
Pearson Bros., dynamite and caps,
F. L. Shoults, sharpening drills, etc.,
W. A. Stewart, lanterns, oil, etc.,
Snsie A. McClure, watering tub,
R. M. Burnett, watering tub.
Libraries
Detail 19. 1923 Library appropriation,
2
33
Allen C. Wilcox, road hearing, 46 00
Philip H. Faulkner, road case, 100 90
Philip H. Faulkner, fees, 16 00
$671 57
Taxes Bought By Town




Paid on temporary loans in anticipation of taxes, $40 00
Outlay for New Construction
Detail 36. State aid construction (see report) $775 91
Detail 38. Town construction at Mill Village
(see report), 1,079 76
$1,855 67
Indebtedness
Detail 44. Payments on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes, $3,000 00
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions
Detail 50. Taxes to state :
State tax, $724 50
Bonus on 194 polls 388 00
$1,112 50
Detail 51. Paid to county:
County tax, $648 13
14 county road maintenance, 24 82,
$672 95-
34




BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF STODDARD
ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES FOR
THE ENSUING YEAR FEB. 1, 1924, TO JAN. 31, 1925,
COMPARED WITH
ACTUAL REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES OF THE










(a) For state aid high-
way construction,










Year 1923 Year 1924




^2,186 30 $2,001 14 $100 30 $285 49
7,653 89





Previous Ensuing' Increase Decrease





Town officers' salaries, $451 66 $460 00 $8 34
Town officers' expenses, 273 39 275 00 161
Care and supplies for





Police department, 3 00 3 00
Fire department, 56 80 56 80 $56 80
Bounties, 171 60 171 60
Health
:













highway department, 68 11 70 00 1 89
Education
:
Libraries, 18 90 18 90














OF THE TOWN OF STODDARD




Property and poll tax, 1923,
John E. Hudson, collector, $7,288 77
Property and poll tax, 1922,
Edward T. Davis, collector, 851 83
From state
:
Highways and state aid maintenance.
40
Edward T. Davis,
Property bought by town for taxes,
Property redeemed from town,
Interest from date of sale.
County commissioners, county poor,
Cheshire county, bridge plank,
A. T. Hodgkiss, rebate on poor account,
Trustees of trust funds,
A. T. Hodgkiss, 2 bags cement,
Lawrence M. Holmes, cash received from
W. L. Mason for liighway,
Frank L. Shoults, for stone.
Total receipts other than current revenue, $4,146 92
225
41
REPORT OF TRUST FUNDS
TOWN OF STODDARD, N. H.
For Fiscal Year Ending January 31, 1924
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this











F. L. S^OULTS, Road Agent






H. J. Waldron and team,
Hauling scraper,
H. Wilson,







K. McClure and team,
Sharpening drills,
H. Wilson, stringers,
















H. E. SPALDING, Road Agent
$45
44
Louis Durant and team,
Arthur Cutter,
Homer Ewins and team,
H. J. Waldron and team,









Total amount, $617 90
Amount received from town, $617 90




STATE AID MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT
















$855 12 $427 56 $1,282 68
657 09 328 54 985 63
$198 03
EXPENDITURES
A. E. Jennings, patrolman,
James W. Wliippie, patrolman,
State engineering, etc..
Total expenditures.






























UNFINISHED BRIDGE AT MILL VILLAGE
Town State
Expenditures, 1923, $1,079 76 $116 34
EXPENDITURES
By town, labor and material,
, $1,079 76
By state, steel rods, channel post and engineering, 116 34
Total expenditures, $1,196 10
STATE AID CONSTRUCTION
CONCRETE BRIDGE, CHESHIRE HIGHWAY
48
REPORT OF TOWN CLERK
List of dogs licensed in the town of Stoddard, for the year







I hereby certify that I have examined the accounts oi the
Selectmen, Tax Collector, Town Treasurer, ToAvn Clerk, and
Cemetery Trust Funds, and find the same correctly kept, with





REPORT OF THE STODDARD PUBLIC
LIBRARY




Adopted January 31, 1924
Section 1. From June 1 to September 1, the library shall
be open for the distribution of books from 2 to 4 p. m. ; from
September 1 to June 1 from 2 to 3 p. m. Every book must be
returned to the library on or before March 15 of every year,
and shall be holden by the trustees for inspection until April 1.
Section 2. Every resident of the town of Stoddard may
take books from the library. Parents and guardians are holden
responsible for doings of children and wards. Temporary resi-
dents may take books by presenting a certificate from a re-
sponsible citizen, which shall hold against signer as responsible
for said books.
Section 3. No book shall be held over two weeks without
being returned and recharged, and no patron shall hold any
book OA^er four weeks consecutively.
Section 4. Any book that shall be lost or damaged shall
be paid for by the person to whom the book was charged, or
shall be replaced.
Section 5. Damage to any book by dirt, marking, folding
of leaves or unreasonable wear, to be assessed by librarian, with
right of appeal to the trustees, which, with any fines for hold-
ing over, must be paid to librarian before the party can take
other books.
Section 6. Every person shall forfeit and pay -14 cents per
week for books held in violation of Section 3.
The trustees have decided not to cover books in future.
This will save considerable expense, and leave more money for
the purchase of books. The trustees wish to call especial at-
tention to Section 5 of the above regulations and impress upon
the patrons that this section will be strictly enforced, and the
librarian has been so instructed. ,
The following books haA^e been listed since the last report
:
1671. Between the Lines on the American Front, Adams
1672. Between the Lines in France, Ames
53
1673. Between the Lines in Belgium, Ames
1674. The Little Lady, London
1675. The Man Who Fell Through the Earth, Mills
1676. Joan of Arc, James
1677. Mary Tudor, Queen of France, Brown
1678. The Range Boss, Seltzer
1679. Paradise Bend, White
1680. The Sheriff of Silver Bow, Braley
1681. The Whelps of the Wolf, Marsh
1682. Rogues of the North, Treynor
1683. Mile High, Howland
1684. Men of Affairs, Pertwee
1685. Truxton King, MeCutcheon
1686. The Hunted Woman, Curwood
1687. Ashes to Ashes, Ostrander
1688. Scaramouche, Sabatini
1689. The Obstacle Race, Dell
1690. The Bush-Rancher, Bindloss
1691. Full Swing, Danby
1692. Tarzan the Ape, Burroughs
1693. The Huntress, Footner
1694. King of the Kyber Rifles, Mondy
1695. The Fortieth Door, Bradley
1696. Children of the Whirlwind, Scott
1697. Harriet and the Piper, (Gift) Norris
During the past year, Mrs. Lilla Cutter, who was our libra-
rian and one of the trustees, removed from town. The remain-
ing trustees appointed Miss Pheroba C. Mountford to fill the
unexpired term of Mrs. Cutter, and secured the services of
Mrs.F. S. Messinger as librarian. Mrs. Cutter was an untiring
worker in the cause of the library and her work as librarian






REPORT OF OVERSEER OF THE POOR
Care of tramps, $3 00
George G. Gonlcl, county charge, 51 54
Total, $54 54
HENRY E. SPALDING,
Overseer of the Poor.
55
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the School Board and Citizens of Stoddard
:
I take pleasure in submitting to you my first annual report
as superintendent of schools.
Someone has said that the proverbs or maxims of a people
generally represent the wisdom of long experience. They are
the signboards on a life's great highway, erected by our fore-
fathers, and most travelers accept their guidance without
question.
As a false sign on a crowded alley may lead multitudes
astray, so an untrue maxim or a misguided habit of study,
especially when inculcating among the young and inexperi-
enced, may turn a nation into dangerous or fatal paths.
There never was a time in the world's history when the
nations of the world v/ere brought more forcibly face to face
with these vital facts than in this transitional period, an epoch
of world life distinguished for its keen competition in every
vocation of life, and one that will demand the rising generation
of boys and girls taught in accordance with modern pedagogi-
cal and psychological laws.
In this spirit, during six months ' observation and direction
of your school, I have tried to interpret the educational sit-
uation in Stoddard and alleviate conditions as far as financial
means and opportunities have been placed in my possession.
Realizing that the boys and girls of today are to be the
men and women of tomorrow; that our school children are
soon to take our places in the activities and citizenship of town,
state and nation, we must appreciate our opportunities and
responsibilities and act with feverish solicitude in the interest
56
of the welfare of our children. We deem it essential to vitalize
their training with a thorough preparation in the fundamen-
tals; viz., reading, spelling, arithmetic, writing, English, both
oral and written, a broader scope in geography and history,
and a more intensive study of American citizenship. Honesty,
mental activity, and thrift are three notable virtues in a good
school.
I was pleased on a recent visit to your school to see posted
in several places on the wall this motto : "Thrift Is Our Motto".
Certainly, there is no better place to practice this principle
than in our schools. Thrift embodies the following principles
:
(1) to live within one's means, (2) to begin a savings account,
(3) to have consideration for the taxpayers of your town, to
practice economy in the use of your time devoted to school
work and be economical in the use of paper, pencils, text books
and school materials, always using the same care and discretion
that you employ in your own private matters.
CONSOLIDATION OF SCHOOLS
Due to the fact of a falling off in number of scholars and
in the interests of economy in the use of the town's money,
your school board wisely decided to close the South Stoddard
school and transfer the pupils to the Center school.
With pupils from the two districts, the Center school
opened in September Avith eighteen scholars, making an inter-
esting school in point of numbers. Since then, some families
moving from town have reduced the number of pupils to twelve.
Mr. William .Lang of Monroe, N. H., was engaged to teach
this school. Mr. Lang has made good progress in the funda-
mentals along pedagogical lines of teaching, has maintained
good discipline, increased the per cent of attendance, decreased
the number of tardy marks, and has taken an active interest
not only in the duties of the school room, but also in various
activities of community life.
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REPORT OF SCHOOL PHYSICIAN






Corrections made since September, 1922, 2
Notices of all cases of defection were sent to parents.
H. G. WILLIAMS, M. D.,
Examiner.
Spencer tells us that "Education is the development of
a sound mind within a sound body". Therefore, the quicker
we can eliminate or correct these physical defections, we shall
furnish our children with physical environment favorable to
greater activity in mental life.
VACCINATION
Last October, a general survey of tlie state was ordered
by the State Board of Education to ascertain whether the law
of compulsory vaccination was carried out.
At the time of examination, eleven pupils, the total regis-
tration of the school, were found successfully vaccinated.
In conclusion, I would extend to the School Board my
sincere thanks for their assistance and loyal support.
These things and the congenial attitude of parents, citi-





Marlboro, N. H., January 31, 1924.
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REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD, 1922-1923
SOUTH STODDARD
Teacher
Esther H. Zeman, for the Year
Length of school, in weeks, 36
Whole number of pupils, 16
Average membership, 12.04
Average daily attendance, 10.96
Percent of attendance, 91
Number of tardinesses, 70
Average wages of teacher, per month, $72.00
Number of visits by parents and citizens, 22
Number of visits by School Board, 1
Number of visits by Superintendent, 17
Honor Roll
First term, Walter Shaw.
Second term, None.
Third term, Beatrice Waldron.
CENTER STODDARD
Teacher
Paul 11. Scovell, for the Year
Length of school, in weeks, 36
Whole number of pupils, 19
59
Average membership, 12,.71
Average daily attendance, 10.96
Percent of attendance, 88.67
Number of tardinesses, 75
Average wages of teachers, per month, $88.00
Number of visits by parents and citizens, 24
Number of visits by School Board, 7
Number of visits by Superintendent, 17
Honor Roll
First term. None.
Second term, Elizabeth Archibald, Harvey Cutter.
Third term, Elizabeth Archibald.




Clarence Ewins, Homer Ewins, Edna Jennings.
STATISTICAL REPORT FOR SCHOOL YEAR, 1922-1923
Number of pupils enrolled in schools, 35
Number of pupils enrolled in schools elsewhere, 10
Number of non-resident pupils enrolled,
Number of half days schools were in session, 344
Number of half days schools were closed, 16
Average membership for the j'ear, 24.75
Average attendance for the year, 22.23
Percent of attendance for Stoddard, 89.81
Percent of attendance for the state, 93.46
Number of pupils neither absent nor tardy,
Number of visits made by School Board, 8
Number of visits made by Superintendent, 34
Number of visits made by citizens, 46
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE STODDARD
SCHOOL DISTRICT
For the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 1922,
and Ending June 30, 1923.
CEETIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this
report was taken from official records and is complete and
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. The accounts
are kept in accordance with Chapter 57, Laws of 1917, as
amended by Chapter 60, Laws of 1921, and upon forms pre-






This is to certify that I have examined the books and other
financial records of the school board and those of the treasurer
of the school district of Stoddard, of which the within is a






From the selectmen raised by
taxation
:
(a) For the support of elementary
schools, $1,856 12
(d) For the salaries of district officers, 53 00
(g) For the paj^ment of per capita tax, 80 00
Deficiency in $5 tax, $138.67,
raised in March, 1923, but
not yet paid over.
Total amount received from taxation, $1,989 12
From sources other than taxation
:
(a) Dog licenses, $119 51
(h) Proceeds of notes or bonds:
money borrowed, 950 00
Total amount received from sources
other than taxation, $1,069 51
Total receipts from all sources, $3,058 63
Total cash on hand at beginning of year, 45 67




1. Salaries of district officers, $56 50
2. Superintendent's excess salary, 71 43
3. Truant officers and school census, 3 00
4. Expenses of administration, 8 65
36 60
63
SUMMARY OF SCHOOL TREASURER'S REPORT
Cash on hand, July 1, 1922, $45 67
Received from selectmen, 1,989 12
Received from other sources, 1,069 51
Total for fiscal year, July 1, 1922—June 30, 1923, $3,101 30
School Board's orders paid, 3,086 29
Cash balance at end of fiscal year, $18 01
Net balance, June 30, 1923, $18 01
BALANCE SHEET
ASSETS JUNE 30, 1923
Cash on hand
:
Balance June 30, 1923, $18 01
Accounts due to district
:
Deficiency appropriation of March, 1923, 138 67
Total assets, $156 68
Excess of liabilities over assets (net debt) 543 32
Grand total, $700 00
LIABILITIES JUNE 30, 1923
Notes outstanding:
Keene National Bank, $700 00
Total liabilities, $700 00
Grand total, $700 00
64















Certificate Con- Contract Amount to be
License tract rate per paid for
Permit Expires week fiscal year
p
65
Schedule F. Minor Repairs and Expenses.
Ordinary repairs, two schoolhonses,
Schedule G. Medical Inspection.
Dr. H. G. Williams, 50c per pupil, plus fee.
Schedule H. Transportation.





.S >1j 2 o ° „
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Center John E. Hudson 1 yr. $13 75 $495 00 3 mi. 8 8 8
Center Homer L. Bwins 1 yr. 5 00 180 00 3 mi. 2 2 2
Marlow Marlow School Board 1 yr. 12 50 450 00 41/2 mi. 9 9 9
Total, $1,125 00
Schedule I. Elementary School Tuition.
Nine pupils, Marlow. Rate of tuition, 59. Amount, $162 00
Schedule K. Payment of Notes or Bills from Previous Year.
Keene National Bank, note, borrowed for current
expenses. $250 00
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REPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE




1. Salaries of district officers,
2. Superintendent's excess salary,
3. Truant officer and school census,






9. Other expenses of instruction.











18. Other special activities.
Outlay for construction and ncAV equipment
Interest and other charges
:
Per scholar tax,
Payment on loans, Keene National Bank,
$56
67
REPORT OF TAX COLLECTOR
For the Years 1921-1922
Due on the 1921 assessment, January 31, 1923, $22 ]6
Abatements, 5 00
Due on 1921 book, January 31, 1924, $17 16




Collected and paid treasurer.
Abatements,


















In compliance with an act of the legislature, passed June
session, 1887, amended by the legislature of 1889, requiring
"clerks of towns and cities to furnish a transcript of the record
of births, marriages and deaths to the municipal officers for
publication in the Annual Report," I hereby submit the
following
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